PRIESTHILL METHODIST GIRLS' BRIGADE COMPANY
Our Annual Display was held on Saturday 24 April 2004 and once again we were able to use the facilities of Maze Presbyterian Church. We are grateful to Rev William Henry and the members of the congregation for their willingness to assist us.
Our Chaplain, Rev Robert Wallace, was still on sabbatical and although he attended he was able to sit back and enjoy the evening. We were very pleased that Mrs Pamela Davison agreed to act as chairperson.
Our special guest was Mrs Mary McKeag, Society Steward at Priesthill, and we were delighted that she could join us. Although never a member of Girls' Brigade herself, she has always taken a keen interest in the work of the organisation.
The programme consisted of a variety of PE routines, singing games, team games, etc. and the Explorer section took us on an imaginary round the world trip in "Wish You Were Here". The members of the Company section had some fun in "Toys Alive" and the officers entertained the audience in a surprise "Talent Audition".
We have lively and enthusiastic girls in all sections of the Company but our Senior section deserve special mention for using their initiative to put together their own ideas in some of the items.
The finale was based on the environment and on the world's neglect and abuse of God's creation. We made use of some of the topics covered during the course of the year in our badgework. The Explorers sang "This is God's World", and the Juniors demonstrated in song and verse some of the problems we create and what we might do to make things better; e.g. Reduce, Re-use and Recycle. The Seniors participated in a chant entitled "Down in the Jungle on a Saturday Night" and the Brigaders gave a presentation using information from Tear Fund. The item concluded with the Company singing "The Earth is the Lord's and everything in it".
Following the presentation of Cups and Awards, Mrs McKeag spoke briefly to the girls, congratulating them on their performance and saying how much she had enjoyed the evening. Mrs McKeag spoke about three little words "I feel proud" and the officers were able to agree with this sentiment

despite all the problems and frustrations of the weeks before.
This year two of our Brigaders are going abroad to help others. In the summer Judith Sloan hopes to go to Paraguay to work with a team organised by the South American Missionary Society and later in the year Gemma McKenzie will go with a school group to Romania. They have both been fund-raising and the Company decided to offer half of the donations received on the display night to the girls. As a result of the generosity of everyone attending we were able to give the girls £100 each and we wish them every blessing during their travels.
The financial support of parents and friends is much appreciated and we are grateful for the money raised during GB week. This enables us to meet our annual assessment and helps towards the running costs of the company. We again took a table at Priesthill Craft Fair in October and raised approximately £200 for company funds. Following our Christmas Praise evening in December we forwarded £70 to the Leprosy Mission and after a very successful evening bag-packing at Marks & Spencer just before Christmas, which raised just over £1000, we were able to send £500 to Tear Fund.
During the year the Brigaders began working for Duke of Edinburgh awards. This is being done in conjunction with Bann District and particularly under the leadership of Mrs Heather Magowan from Annahilt company. We wish them well in their expeditions planned for this summer.
The Company section are looking forward to their outing on 26 June to Blue Lough Outdoor Centre in Castlewellan when they will participate in various activities including archery and bouldering. This will bring this year's session to an end.
As Captain I wish to recognise the hard work and dedication of all of the Officers who enable the Company to function effectively. Our membership stays high and without their dedication and perseverance we could not succeed. Thanks to all of them for their support and for their commitment to GB and to the Church.
Ann Brown
June 2004

