PRIESTHILL METHODIST GIRLS BRIGADE COMPANY

The Company has had another busy year culminating in our Annual Display held on Saturday 12th April 2003. Unfortunately our Chaplain, Rev. Robert Wallace, was still recovering from surgery and was unable to attend but we were very grateful that Rev. Kenneth Best was able to be there and we appreciated his support in this way. Our special guest was Miss Linda Walsh, a past-member and Officer, and we were delighted to welcome her back amongst us.

At our Officers' meeting last September the need for larger premises for the Display was discussed and it was agreed, that an approach should be made to Maze Presbyterian Church for the use of their premises. They very kindly agreed to our request and it certainly made the evening more enjoyable for everyone concerned. Over 250 people attended and were able to be seated more comfortably and safely. The Company appreciates the relationships between the two churches, which enabled this to happen so easily.

The programme consisted of the usual RE. items, singing games, team games etc. and the Explorer Section took us through the seasons of the year in 'A Country Garden'. The members of the Company Section deserve special mention for their contributions to 'Carnival Time' as most of the acts in this item were devised by the girls themselves with very little input from the officers. The finale was entitled 'Let's Talk' and was based around 'Communications, a topic covered by the Junior section in their badge-work during the course of the year. The Explorers reminded us that 'Prayer is like a telephone for us to talk to God', and the Juniors showed some of the sign language they had learnt by singing and signing 'God is so good'. The Seniors participated in a drama based on how God could help with the problem of bullying, and finally the Brigaders showed how they could worship and honour God through dance. Following the presentation of Cups and Awards, the evening was brought to a close by Rev. Kenneth Best who paid tribute to the work done each week by all of the Officers.

Early in 2003 one of our officers. Lieutenant Annetta Crothers, expressed a wish to retire from the company following 50 years of membership. Annetta joined 1st Maze GLB very shortly after it was founded when she moved with her family to the Broomhedge area and was a very loyal and faithful member over many years. She had expressed a wish to be able to retire quietly without any formal ceremony but the Company felt that all her years of service had to be acknowledged in some way at our Display and so we asked her if she would agree to be our' Carnival Queen'. This enabled us to pay tribute to her in a light-hearted manner in the words of the following song:-


Thankyou, for teaching us to 'Quick March' Thank you, for showing us our 'Drill', 'Left turn', 'Eyes right', and 'Take your Distance', Shouting - 'Girls, Stand Still!'
Thank you for teaching us our P.E. Skipping, toe points, and pas-de-bas. Thank you for helping us to line-dance, We just say 'YeeHa!
Thank you, for giving up your free time Thank you for helping us have fun' This is our little way of saying — THANKS from everyone.
Following the singing of this Annetta was presented by a basket of flowers by our President, Miss Sylvia Adams. On the evening of 30th April 2003 the Officers, girls and some past-members joined with Annetta as she taught us some other line-dancing skills. This gave us all the opportunity to have some fun, reminisce and to present Annetta with gifts on behalf of the Company, parents, and Priesthill Church. She also received a Long Service certificate from GB Headquarters in recognition of her many years of dedication to the Company. We will all miss Annetta's involvement in the Company and wish her a long and happy retirement and God's richest blessings in the years ahead.

Apart from outings already arranged for May and June the company has now broken up for the summer and all of the Officers are looking forward to a time of rest and refreshment before we begin to plan for the new session in September. Ann Brown (Captain)
