GIVING YOUR CHILD A HUG FROM GOD
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How do your children see God? They see Him through the kind of person you are and the kind of parent you are. Do your children see God as a demanding, impatient, condemning, explosive God - or a God who hands out hugs frequently and loves unconditionally? If your children are to see an image of God as all loving, all accepting, and forgiving, they must first see it in you. As parents, we need to create a home environment that truly represents God in all His loving-kindness. As a parent, you are God's representative here on earth. It is up to you to give your child a hug from God every day. Dr. Lorry D. Stephens from his book "Please Let Me Know You, God"
It is a great challenge and a great joy for parents to seriously take on the responsibility of raising children to love and serve God. To do this successfully there needs to be a love relationship between parents and their children conducive to this goal. The Minerth-Meier Clinic book "Love is a choice" has developed a "Love Tank" concept, that illustrates the love relationship God planned to exist between parents and children. In functional families, each generation pours into the love tank of the next generation (children) so that the child's concept of God experienced through positive parental relationship is enhanced. In dysfunctional families, children do not receive the filling of their emotional love tank as God intended. They may receive neglect instead of nurturing; unpredictable outbursts of rage instead of steady, firm, loving discipline; absence instead of involvement and availability; coldness and criticism. What type of parenting are you giving your children? What are the specific acts and behaviours that are filling up their child's inner reservoirs with the sense of love and security God intended them to have? Children deprived of these necessary ingredients grow up with an under supply of love and security. As the grow older, they may attempt to fill the gnawing emptiness in their love tanks with any number of false love substitutes such as drug abuse, alcohol abuse, food abuse, sexual promiscuity, workaholism, religious legalism or some other compulsive behaviours. Adolescents or young adults with an aching emptiness in their love tanks are also easy prey for cults and the occult. The following shows the contrast between the child with a well-filled love tank and the child with an empty love tank - and how each child tends to perceive God. 
A child with a well-filed love tank views God as:
Present and available, loving and caring, holy, just and fair, stable and reliable, kind and merciful, gracious, generous, the Giver of good gifts, and affirming. 
A child with an empty love tank views God as:
Absent and unreal, neglectful and unconcerned, unjust, unfair, and biased, touchy and unpredictable, and untrustworthy, uncaring and vindictive, demanding, malicious, the One who stomps out enjoyment, and impossible to please.

As you compare and contrast these two views, which one are you promoting in your child? Which view best represents your character and parenting style? In what areas do you need to improve to better exemplify a healthy example of Christian character and the image of God? When Jesus was on earth. He invited little children to come to Him. He embraced them and spoke lovingly to them. When Jesus hugged them they were getting in a literal sense a hug from God. Jesus no longer walks the earth as a flesh and blood man. God is spirit, and children cannot go to a spirit for a warm flesh and blood hug and words of affirmation. The affection and unconditional love of God are real, but they are mediated through human parents. It is our job as parents to give our children a hug from God every day. If we are neglectful, impatient, explosive, condemning, and/or legalistic, we will build our children's image out of these same raw materials. It will then not matter what we tell our children about God. It will not matter much what they learn about God, even from Kid's church. We will already have imprinted our distortions of God's character in their minds and emotions by our sinful and dysfunctional behaviour. Our goal as Christian parents is to fill the love tanks of our children, day by day. As their inner reservoirs of love and security rise to the brim of their hearts, their relationship with God will grow strong, reliable and secure.

How can we as parents give our children a hug from God each day?

1. The following are some positive suggestions: 

2. Create a home environment where feelings (including feelings of anger) can be appropriately expressed and dealt with

3. Be an open and approachable parent always communicating honestly

4. Forgive your children and receive forgiveness from them if needed

5. Never use God as a threat but demonstrate your own authentic spirituality

6. Respect your child's emotional and physical boundaries

7. Help your child make healthy attributions to God by building a realistic and reliable image of God and His involvement in the world

8. Build warm memories and traditions in your home

9. Become vitally involved in your child's spiritual education and practice

10. Discipline with love and consistency so as to promote development

11. Give your child the gift of your time and emotional, physical and spiritual presence

NB. As a Christian parent, you want your children to experience a close, warm relationship with God. The key to realizing this desire is found in the way you live and the way in which you parent. You are God's earthly representative to your children. He is counting on you. Jesus loves the little children - and He loves them through you and me.

