Serving the Lord in the real world

Reference -  1st Kings 18: 1-15

"King Ahab called in Obadiah who was in charge of the palace."

Following the death of King Solomon the fortunes of Israel went into reverse: a once great nation slid into decline: the kingdom was divided, never again to regain its former glory.

Were it not for the faithful remnant the very fabric of Israel's culture and religion would have been destroyed. Here, for example, at the heart of pagan religion and political intrigue we find the devout worshipper of the Lord holding the position of manager of the king's household, serving a king of whom it is written, "neither before or after him did any man so grossly sin".  His queen, Jezebel, was renowned for her efforts to supplant the true religion of Israel with that of Baal worship

The natural reaction is to ask, "Why on earth did Obadiah work in such surroundings and what kept him there?".

The answer is that he did so because God sometimes places his servants in lonely situations and for that reason the believer does forsake his post.  Faith is made of sterner stuff than leaving one's place of employment when witness is difficult. Men of the calibre of Obadiah do not opt out in the face of hostile forces. He stood his ground and in his own quiet way gave courage and hope to his fellowmen.  He did not believe that the divine purpose is best served by fair-weather sailors who lose heart when the storm breaks.

Obadiah's personal faith in God was secure because it was well grounded in a lifelong commitment.  He had been "a worshipper of the Lord since childhood".  His whole outlook was well and truly shaped within the framework of God's loving purpose for him and for Israel.

One might well ask, "Why did King Ahab keep this servant of God as comptroller of the palace?".  Surely there were other men available who were not followers of the God of Israel.

Ahab kept Obadiah in his employ because he realised that this man was reliable, efficient, hard working and intelligent. In his hands the well being of the palace and its staff was secure.

OBADIAH DID NOT KEEP HIS JOB ON ACCOUNT OF HIS RELIGION BUT ON ACCOUNT OF HIS TRUSTWORTHNINESS

It is possible to be religious and not have a reputation for reliability.

This devout worshipper of the Lord bore a good witness to his faith through his efficiency and good manners.  Ahab also respected Obadiah because he was courteous and cheerful.

The orthodox Jews would condemn Obadiah for working in Ahab's palace regarding his employment as compromising his religion These are the folk who like to pray from a distance: who prefer to analyse the situation rather than get involved.

Obadiah on the other hand saw his place of work a testing ground for the relevance and attractiveness of his religion.  He looked upon the real world around him as the arena for putting faith into action.

One bank manager under whom I served used to maintain that he could estimate a new colleagues worth by the manner in which he signed the attendance register in the morning and by the way in which he left his desk in the evening.

A good man does not have a double standard.  Obadiah did not have one code of conduct for the Sabbath and another code for the rest of the week.   His faith influenced his daily conduct both in the palace and outside it.

It was this consistent loyalty that enabled God to channel his purpose through Obadiah when out of the blue came the unexpected and dangerous call to save one hundred fellow Jews from the unmitigated fury of Jezebel.  Obadiah was God's lynchpin in a very perilous situation that could have had disastrous results for all concerned if the plan went wrong.

If we are faithful in little things God will entrust to us the greater moment: if we remain loyal over the years, we will not be found wanting when the real test comes.
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