PRIESTHILL METHODIST GIRLS' BRIGADE COMPANY
On Saturday, 16th April 2005 the Company held their Annual Display. Almost one hundred girls, together with their Officers, paraded before a capacity audience. The Company are extremely grateful to Maze Presbyterian Church for the use of their premises and for their willingness to accommodate us in this way each year. We were pleased to welcome Mrs Charmian Pierce from St John's and St James' parishes as our special guest. Our Company has always drawn girls from many of the churches in the local community and we were particularly pleased that she agreed to undertake this role for us, and for her interest in all of our activities.
Our programme consisted of varying PE items by each Section, as well as more light-hearted sketches by the Brigaders and Officers. The Explorer Section took us to a 'Sea Carnival', whilst the Juniors and Seniors led us in 'Show Time' when they exhibited their musical and dancing talents. The Finale, 'Safe in God's Hands' was based on the spiritual element of the Company Section's studies on 'Safety' taken throughout the year. In it we reminded ourselves of the influences that constantly surround us and of how we need to seek God's guidance for our lives through prayer and Bible study.
The membership of the Company has remained high and we appreciate the extra help given to us by Diane Wilson who rejoined as a Sub-Officer; by Wendy Sloan who transferred as a Sub-Officer from Sloan Street Company; and by Allison McCleod who joined us as a helper in the Explorer Section. During the year some of the Brigaders have completed their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award under the leadership of Heather Magowan from Anahilt Company, and we are grateful to her for her help and encouragement.
As always, the financial support of parents and friends was very much appreciated. GB Week raised over £1,200, enabling us to meet our assessment which rises every year as our numbers grow. Following our Christmas Bring and Buy Sale amongst the girls, and an evening of bag-packing at Marks & Spencer, we raised just over £800 and were able to forward £400 to the 'Send a Cow' project in Africa. The girls were excited to receive a photograph of the cow provided - together with its African family.
The Brigaders also held a Bun Sale in place of Tuck Shop and raised £200 for the Tsunami Appeal. The Junior Section held a sponsored silence as part of their Scripture Course and was able to forward £150 to the Bible Society towards their 'Megavoice' project. From the Officers' perspective, this latter was the best evening of the year as the one-hour silence was sheer bliss!
The Explorer Section continues to grow under the leadership of Victoria McCready and her team of Officers. Tribute is due to them for the way in which they introduce so many young children to membership of GB and for the encouragement they give them to become actively involved in the Company. However, all of the Officers deserve thanks for the commitment and support given to the girls and to the Captain week by week. Gemma McKenzie, Lauren Gill and Katherine Bell have been working during the year in preparation for Sub-Officer training, which they hope to complete in September. They, together with Judith Sloan, hope to begin working towards their Queen's Award and we wish them all well in these endeavours.
The Company outing is on 18th June - again to the Blue Lough Centre at Castlewellan -and we are hoping for better weather this year. A variety of outdoor activities has been arranged and the girls are looking forward to learning some new skills.
We are grateful to all who have supported us in any way during the past months and look forward now to the summer break, and hopefully some sunshine, so that we might return in September refreshed and ready to begin another year's work.
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