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a nostalgic meander through the last half century



1* Maze GLB Company was formed during the ministrRefr Robert
Black who served at Broomhedge and Priesthill MestoChurches from
1951 - 1956. The first meeting was held on Hallaweight 1951 and the
Company was affiliated on 5th April 1952.

There already was a Girl Guide Company meeting dafes Church of
Ireland and there had been a Girls' Auxiliary ia f920's and 1930's at
Maze Presbyterian Church, but this was the firsisQiife Brigade
Company in the area. Miss Isobel Kennedy, who lgyano for 1st
Maze BB Company, was approached to take on thetship of the
Company, and she was appointed Captain. Miss MDoelgherty
assisted her. In 1952 Miss Kennedy married Mr Jadastem and their
first child, Avril, was born in 1953. As they lived Lambeg, Lisburn,
transport and childcare difficulties meant that gfas unable to continue

in her role as Captain.

Miss Muriel Dougherty succeeded her followed by $/idizabeth Black,
daughter of the Chaplain.

When the Black family moved from the circuit in IBBliss Rosemary
Nelson was appointed Captain and she held theqosihtil her marriage
in 1967. Sylvia Adams was then asked to take anrgponsibility. She
was a founder member of the Company and at heemsint in 1990 had

completed thirty years as a GB Officer.
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Her brother, Mr Brian Adams, was appointed Captdithe BB Company
in 1973, following the death of the then Captaim,Jdhn Brown.

#*‘

Although members of Maze Presbyterian Church, leroéimd sister gave

excellent service over many years to the work @i lyouth organizations.

The present Captain, Mrs Ann Brown, took over ipt8mber 1990. At
the Annual Display in April 2001 she also attaingklirty years service

and was presented with her Gold Officer Brooch.

Miss Edith Stewart was the first President and tpaat interest in all the
girls and the work that was being carried out. fitesented the Queen's
Colour to the Company. Although requiring a littestoration work a few

years ago it is still in use today.

Mrs D.C. Fullerton presented the first Company Qolo 1st Maze Girls'
Life Brigade, however this was replaced with a rikag when the name
changed to Broomhedge Methodist Girls' Brigadelavwohg Miss
Stewart's death in 1978 Mrs Hazel McCready, wheesem this capacity
until 2000, succeeded her. During her twenty-twargef service Mrs
McCready took a keen interest in all of the Compaagtivities. Her
encouragement and prayerful support was much aippedc Sylvia

Adams currently holds this position.



As the Company developed over the years manywits came up
through the ranks went on to complete Officer tregrand the following

served as Lieutenants.

Elma McCollum (nee Kinnear)

Freda Bradley (nee Martin)

Barbara McClenaghan (nee Kennedy)
Irene Neill (hee Buchanan)

Colleen Pettifer (nee Adams)

Edith Watson (nee Hull)-Company Treasurer
Lorna Reddick

Alison Bell (hee Adams)

Linda Walsh

Elizabeth Cunningham (nee Johnston)
Alison Farr (nee McBride)

Jennifer McBratney (nee Crothers)
Ingrid Herron

In this session 2001-2002 we have fifteen servirgitienants and they

are:-
Annetta Crothers (nee Forbes)
Margaret Irwin (nee Jackson)

Victoria McCready (nee McCarthy)



Ethel Robinson

Denise Matthews (nee Andrews)
Kathryn McCluskey (nee Adams)
Beverley Gray (nee Montgomery)
Claire Massey (nee Green)

Ellen Beck

Melanie Gordon

Denise Adams

Alison Best

Heather Irvine (nee Walker)
Amanda Dillon (nee Rea)

Sandra Hobson

The Company, which now has over one hundred membeusd not have
progressed and developed to this extent withoutdmemitment and
dedication of all these Leaders over many yearsgWatly appreciate all

their service to the Church and to the organisatfomhich we are a part.

Due to the itinerant nature of the ministry of Methodist Church in
Ireland the Company has enjoyed the support of nédmaplains over the
years. Although each has brought their own padicapproach we have

always had their full support and encouragemettienwork that we do.



In the following list we acknowledge with gratetbhanks all their
commitment to this uniformed organisation and to ©@ampany in

particular.

Rev. Robert Black 1951 -56
Rev. Walter Crowe 1956-61
Rev. James McEvoy 1961 -64
Rev. Benjamin Allen 1964-70
Rev. John Fee 1970-76

Rev. Lennox Booth 1976-84
Rev. David Mullan 1984-88
Rev. Tom McKnight 1988-91
Rev. Brett Barnhill 1991 -95
Rev. Derek Russell 1995-2000
Rev. Robert Wallace  2000-

Following reorganisation of the Lisburn Circuiti884 Broomhedge and
Priesthill Churches no longer shared the same kinisut the following,
although not directly involved, continued to takeiaterest in the
Company.

Rev. Austin Hassard

Rev. Bobby Loney

Rev. Clive Webster



Approximately seventeen girls attended the firsetimg. These included
some girls who transferred from the Girl Guide Campas their parents
felt it more appropriate for them to support thetyoorganization

attached to their own Church.

The Programme followed the BB format and mostlyststed of

Scripture, Drill, PE, Team Games and Crafts.

It is interesting to note that these elementsaathfpart of the current GB

Programme of Spiritual, Physical, Educational asd/t8e subjects.

The girls also wished to participate in the vaugjtirorse but permission
for this was refused as it was considered to b&tiytike." This decision
was taken by Miss Ruby Walker, a GLB Officer seut foom
Headquarters, to ensure that everything in the @empany was being

run correctly and efficiently. Miss Dickson, the BL

This session has been a particularly busy onediiféhof the Company as
we have endeavoured to mark our 50th Anniversag/héld a Fancy-
Dress Birthday Party on 31st October 2001 fortedlinembers and for
their parents and friends. When this was arrangedid not realise that it
would fall exactly fifty years to the night sindeetfirst meeting of the

Company was held.

This was a very enjoyable occasion, which was sughported, and our

celebrations were now under way.

Before Christmas each member drew a self-portvaetused in the

production of a tea towel.



Parents and friends will be able to purchase théaeel as a momento of

this special year.

Names were also signed on coloured squares of iadateat were then
embroidered and which will be quilted togetherdm an Anniversary

Banner.

Hopefully the Banner will be displayed somewheréig Church
premises where it will be able to be seen by all asminder of the fifty
years that have passed and as an encouragemeaséovtho will

continue the work of the Company for many yearsame.

We are also considering the possibility of havingtaer Company

portrait taken.

A further increase in numbers necessitated largamises for Displays
and so the GLB and BB Companies acquired the uSe latthew's

Parish Church Hall and joint Displays commenced.
We continued to have the use of these facilitiad L874.

During these years the Company enjoyed very clag&s ith 1st Maze
Boys' Brigade Company. The Enrolment Service fdhlioompanies was
held jointly on Remembrance Sunday alternating betwBroomhedge

and Priesthill Churches each year.



At our 40 anniversary Display a verse from the tigvieem recalled the
annual Christmas parties and summer barbecues wiaheagerly
awaited.

"Their exploits were many and a few we'll recall,
Like the matchmaking parties in the old Broomheuaje
And to help romance flourish to Tyrella's sandhitisy'd go,

For some soup, a burnt sausage, and what elsealiika@aow!"



At least two Officers owe their marriages to frishgbs which began at

such events.

In 1975 both Companies transferred their weeklytmgs to the new
Church hall built at Priesthill during the ministo§ Rev John Fee.

Joint Displays continued until 1982 when, again ttuan increase in
numbers, this practice was discontinued and in &3 a period of at
least eighteen years, the GB Company once agatedis own Display.
The other joint activities also gradually ceasettlp due to the continued
growth in the Company, but also due to the changiteyest of the girls.
Trips to the seaside were no longer considered/altyoand the
traditional party games so enjoyed by some of aaine 'old fashioned
and boring'. Neither Church was large enough tomocodate both

Companies, together with their friends and famjlasd so the joint
Enrolment Services had also to be discontinued.

Perhaps the loss of this shared fellowship is tiee o be paid for
increased growth. The first Officers had no fortnaining but Ruby
Walker continued to visit the Company during therfative years to

ensure that everything was being carried out agght to be.

She was a strong disciplinarian and was held intaneveryone,

including the Officers at the time.



A high standard of discipline was enforced and withenwhistle was
blown immediate silence was expected. Officers vabnays addressed

by their titles i.e. 'Captain’ or 'Lieutenant.’

A Parents' Committee was formed to support thec®ff and matters of
discipline not easily resolved within the Compamgravreferred to this
Body.

Even those early days saw some boisterous behaamousome former
Officers remember the occasion in the old Priddthall when gutties
went missing whilst the Company were practisingrtharching outside.
A Constable from Hillsborough was sent for andrthissing items were
located in the potbelly stove, which fortunatelyswa lit at the time. No

one was able to recall if any culprits were everapended!

On 25th June 1964 the following Press StatementpubBshed.

The Girls' Life Brigade, The Girls' Guildry and Tkarls' Brigade of
Ireland, all sister organisations of the Boys' Bxte, announce that
agreement in principle has been reached on thedton of a new united

organisation, details to be worked out as soon@ssjble.

This agreement is the result of negotiations whiahe been carried on
for some time in a spirit of cordiality and it igleeved that the united
body, which will be known as "The Girls' Brigadwill be of great benefit

to all concerned



THE GIRLS' BRIGADE (IRELAND) Formed in Dublin in 28 on twin
pillars, Bible Class and Physical Training, havasgits aim 'the Extension

of Christ's Kingdom amongst girls'.

THE GIRLS' GUILDRY (SCOTLAND) Founded in 1900 asaurch-
centred organisation providing programmes for fage groups. Its varied

activities aimed at helping girls to become matbheistian women.

An Interdenominational and International movemeitih\& strong

emphasis on service to others.

THE GIRLS' LIFE BRIGADE (ENGLAND) Founded in 190% lthe
National Sunday School Union, the aim being 'Telald encourage

girls to become responsible, self-reliant, usefati§tian women'.

At the Girls' Brigade Rally in the Albert Hall in &, 1965, the Finale
depicted the laying down of the badges of the tbrganisations and the
raising of the new badge. Ten members from eachnisgtion took part

in the ceremony.

In designing the new badge, something from eatheobld badges was
taken and skilfully woven together to embody theitspf the

organisations now united as The Girls' Brigade.



In the centre a Cross, the symbol of Christ andCHhiarch,

Below it a Lamp, that our light might shine out upgbe world, Above it a

Crown, that we may own Christ as our King,

And behind it all a torch, the flame of Christ\aig Spirit, and our

devotion to Him.
The Aim

The aim of The Girl's Brigade, being a Christiagaorisation,
international and interdenominational shall be khédp girls to become
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, and througli-sehtrol, reverence and

a sense of responsibility, to find true enrichmarife. The Motto

'SEEK SERVE AND FOLLOW CHRIST

In GLB a woven badge was awarded for each subjecessfully studied
and many girls proudly displayed an armful of badgdthough the



award structure changed following the amalgamasorthat only one
circle covering four topics be awarded each yeanyrof the subjects

available for study remained the same.

In the early days of the Company a Policeman rad@p his bicycle

from Hillsborough to instruct the girls on road esgf

In more recent years we have visited the new P&ta&on in Lisburn
and had a visit from two Community Police OfficeFhis has fitted in

with the Indoor and Outdoor Safety' and 'Crime Brddon' badges.

During the early years of the Company, Drill wasgat regularly.

Practice parades to Hook's Corner and back wededmetompany nights

so that a good standard was set on the day ofataele itself.

During the years when joint Displays were held with BB Company, O’
Grady Drill was frequently an item on the Programifieere was always
great competitiveness between the members of the@tganisations to

see who would win, and if memory is correct the\B&e not always the

victors.

On Company nights once the whistle was blown evesymmediately
stopped whatever they were doing and waited withoaing for the

command to 'Fall In' to the squads.

Former Captains would hold up their hands in hoatdhe standard of

drill today. Despite some attempts over recents/&mhave drill taught by



BB Officers we have not been able to achieve tlaamgpte set in the
formative years of the Company. Another area whisgestandard of drill
has dropped is when providing 'A Guard of Honoar'an Officer
following the Marriage Service. Those of us whoki@art in such
occasions during the 1950's and 1960's remembdoimality of the
commands and the emphasis placed on the importdroegrying out
these instructions. Reference was often made tBtileManual to ensure
that all the commands and movements were precse@ablays we tend to
regard the formation of two straight lines and hgvielative quietness in
the ranks as an achievement in itself. Officialtplgoaphers also have
their own ideas about formation when they are gymensure a good

photograph is captured.

However one thing that hasn't changed is the axeitd and anticipation
felt by the girls as they await the Bride and Grdeaving the Church
after the ceremony. Over the years we have alwaatb be present at
each Officer's wedding. Difficulties in getting ayvom work or school
and transport problems can mean that attendarsceristimes small but
we do try to ensure that we are representedaltnays good to look back
at the photograph albums in later years and trgc¢all who all the GB

girls were and to put names to faces.



Scripture still continues to play a very importpatt of the GB
Programme. However over the past ten years or doawe begun to
introduce some variety into the subjects chosenoWhg participate in the
set course once every three years and have chostead such topics as
My Church, God's Wonderful World, Missionary Intstrand Issues for
Today.

During 1999-2001 we were selected by HQ to parwitgpn a new pilot
scheme that sought to introduce a spiritual elentceall sections of the

Senior and Brigader Programme.

This was approved and introduced to all Companiesd 2001-2002
and a new Programme Book covering all subjectsheilavailable from
September 2002. During the 1950's and 1960's Tenpeiwas also
studied using material provided by The Band of Hope

First Aid has always been a popular choice for eaggk. Memories
have been stirred of a particular occasion inithekitchen of

Broomhedge Hall when a bandage was folded on sergtclean floor.



The examiner, Dr Cupples, obviously turned a bégd to the lack of
hygiene observance, as the candidate passed thiltes recently
'‘Anatomic Anne', a resuscitation doll, has provedular as the girls

practise their life-saving skills.

For many years Craft was an annual subject andded glass painting,
cane work, stencilling on cork, paper mache, kigttisimple cooking and
many more. Following the move back to larger presat Priesthill we
have been able to introduce a wider variety of eoplactivities to our
programme, and craft subjects do not feature guiteften as before.
Hobbies and interests have obviously chdmyer the years as it has
become apparent that girls are no longer able itcakil sew to the same
extent as once they did. We have had limited ssdcesying to teach

these skills.

Last year the Seniors studied 'Flowercraft' whiatiuded making up their
own natural beauty products. This was very popaal everyone was

very enthusiastic about the end results.

Although we have always taught PE, making use eftripts set by HQ
each year, it has always been for enjoyment andawve rarely achieved
the polished performances shown by some other coiepan the Lisburn
or Bann areas. We have never participated in theuAhDistrict PE
Competitions, preferring instead to ensure thatnalinbers, regardless of
ability, participate, rather than selecting thenéigiembers required to

form a team.



When the Company was still 1 Maze GLB our PE cossimere made
for the company by a dressmaker in Lisburn, Misthkee&n McCullagh.
She herself was Captain of Lisburn Methodist GLB Tese tunics were
turquoise for the cadet section, crimson for thegany section and

lemon for Officers.

One of our Juniors recently wore one of these letnaits as a dress in
one of our novelty items and it fitted her perfgciihe exercises used all
those years ago must have done a good job at agsta Officers kept

their figures.

For some years the Pioneers/Brigaders wore emenailcs with thick
black tights. Following the restructuring of thganisations the GB PE
uniform of tunic, PE blouse, white ankle socks ggothshoes became the

standard form of dress for exercise.

Folk Dancing and Scottish Country Dancing haveuest over the years,

as have Team Games. In more recent years Line Bheis been very



popular and has been taught by our longest se@fhger, Mrs Annetta

Crothers.

Concern for others has always been encourage i@dmpany and we
have taken an interest in many organisations aadtiEs over the years.
Practical and financial help can be incorporatéd many of the subjects
in the Spiritual and Service sections of the GBgPamme and listed

below are a few of the organisations that we hayg@asrted.

Fleming Fulton School
Methodist Missionary Society
Guide Dogs for the Blind.
RSPCA

Mission to Mexico

Child Evangelism Fellowship
The Leprosy Mission

Tear Fund

Blue Peter Appeals

NSPCC

For many years Kilwarlin House in Hillsborough wasited both at
Christmas and following the Annual Display, wheshartened version of

the programme was performed for the elderly resgl€brapes and soft



sweets were handed out and these evenings weltygremyed by old

and young alike.

Over the past three years Lieutenant Victoria MeQyehas taken her
Explorer Section to Lisadian House where they ithste small gifts and
provide Christmas entertainment. The annual Camgigg evening along
the Kesh Road became very popular during the yelaesn Sylvia Adams
was Captain. This was carried out without fail likkands of weather and
on some occasions we had very 'Christmasy' icesaod. Many charities
benefited from these nights and we always appestidite generosity of

the residents of the area for supporting this #gtiv

In September 2000 it was decided that due to iseieaumbers and
volume of traffic this practice had become too dangs and so we
introduced a Carol Service, to which we invitedegoas, friends, and
people from the local community. Hopefully this Miecome an annual
event and we have been very encouraged by the gigymavn so far. All
the girls enjoy having visiting speakers and de&tak interest in hearing
about people who are less fortunate than themsdhiasefully GB will

have taught them something about considerationtfoars.

In the formative years of the Company some girlsiggpated in District
Camps. These were held at Ballywalter and Ballyeasgte
accommodation usually being in schools. Such wasl&aication to GLB

that when Captain Kennedy was setting off on h@elgonoon she made a



detour to the train station in order that youngesiBarbara could go to

camp.

Isobel Law, formerly Warrant Officer Isobel Dougtyerecalls parading
back from Evening Service at Ballywalter. Unforttatg when the
Company arrived at the gates of the school somesirables -namely
BOYS from the BB camp at Gannaway- had gatheredsarttle parade

was quickly marched on past for a nice walk inacbantry!

Rosemary Nelson and Sylvia Adams also took a gobuyyils to a

District camp in the Lake District.

One evening is recalled when Captain Nelson, asxiokeep trim, was
doing her exercises before retiring for the nightalking along the floor
on her hips. One young member looking over the edglee bunk asked
"What are you doing? Are you itchy?"

At the same camp Miss Ruby Walker, who has beertioresu earlier in
this booklet, was determined that everyone shoujlolyethe craftsmanship

and beauty of 'those lovely stone walls.’

In the 1960's the Company took part in a
camp under canvas to Castle Archdale
Country Park, Co. Fermanagh.

This was led by Lieutenants Annetta Forbes
and Irene Buchanan, assisted by Miss Lena

Heasley.



Tents were borrowed from 1st Maze BB Company anddn Brown
and Mr Eddie McClenaghan helped to set up campth&llgirls were very
envious of the seemingly 'luxurious' frame-tennigaised by the Officers
in charge, which had been kindly lent by Mr McClghan. Everyone
joined in the cooking of the food and enjoyed trait' around the
campfire. A good time seemed to be had by all. Harvéhere was never

another camp suggested so maybe those who atterstednore of a

handful than was realised at the time!

In the 1990's some of our younger Officers took pacamp training and

Lieutenant Ethel Robinson qualified to act as C&ommandant.



Some weekend camps were held at Portrush, ther Bslie Park, Cultra,
and in Donegal. These were very successful anadtighty enjoyed by all
those who participated. At that time we had someltapped girls in the

Company and they were also able to share in thesatias.

A further weekend camp is planned for June 20GRddGlen River
YMCA Centre in Newcastle.

The Annual Display has always been an importanbeivethe Company's
calendar and we have usually been willing to malodsfof ourselves on
that night. Many memories have been stirred inptioeluction of this
booklet.

One of the earliest is of an unforgettable fastsioow in 1961 which
featured a most becoming cinnamon coloured batsuitgkindly lent by
Miss Edith Stewart, the Company President at the.tif memory is
correct this delightful attire, described as bdikg a man's long thick
woollen vest, was modelled by Miss Yvonne Forbes. sister Violet
brought the show to a close arriving for her weddn 4 a bicycle built

for two."

On another occasion in Broomhedge Hall it was faata that Captain
Rosemary Nelson was not hurt when she fell thrabgtbox on which
she was standing to conduct the choir. Needlesaytdhe singers were
more anxious to try not to burst into a fit of tjiggles than to show any

concern for her welfare.



Then there was the time in Broomhedge Parish Hadlnthe same
Captain Nelson lost her teeth during The TerrilddtlB of Bingo.' These
had been purchased prior to the event in a nogalby in Smithfield
market, Belfast. However some of the audience betighat they did in

fact belong to Miss Nelson!

Many of us remember the talents of the late Colleettifer (nee Adams).
She had the ability to keep a straight face whefopaing, no matter

how funny the sketch.

During the 1970's Miss Shirley Bassey (alias Magtjdackson) brought

the house down with her version of '‘Big Spender.'

Over the years we have seen 'The Three Old Mémds'Can-Can
Troupe', 'Phil the Fluter', 'Delaney's Donkey', amale recently 'Nobody

loves a Fairy when she's Forty



These light hearted moments seem to be sometha@tin audiences
now come to expect, even if it does seem to becoore and more

difficult to come up with something new each year.

Former Officers who have left the area and becoomaected to other
Companies through their own children often comntieat our idea of
‘fun' is sometimes less apparent in other Dispdangssomething which

they miss.

The Finale to our Display each year has given efiportunity to
emphasise the spiritual dimension of our work. Ulgwae have tried to
link this item to the topics studied each year aodmally the whole
company has been involved. Fortunately we haveyawaen able to sing
quite well and have increasingly made use of theewariety of new
praise songs that have become available duringaketen to fifteen

years.



It would be impossible to mention all the rangebjects covered in the
past fifty years but Creation, Helping Others, @&aths on GB itself are
amongst those that have featured most regularky.ddmpany has
appreciated the generosity of the many donors ibeeyears that have

provided Cups and Shields to be awarded annually.

The first cup in the Company was presented to Miasgaret
Cunningham (now Mrs McCarroll). She beat the ruruqeby just one
mark! Annetta Crothers (then Forbes) recalls thatd was one very cold
night when her Mother insisted that she wear aretsiigp under her
uniform. Unfortunately just a small edge of lacetla petticoat protruded
and hence the mark was lost causing severe disappent to the party

concerned!

Over recent years it would seem that the girls aloattach the same

importance to winning such awards as once they did.

Perhaps the Explorer and Junior sections stilltikeurn out in correct
uniform but as the girls get older and move in® 8enior and Brigader

sections this is less apparent.

Trainers, tracksuit bottoms and earrings appeahmuare frequently and
many marks are dropped accordingly. The effortsentachchieve full

marks in former years certainly seem to have dishied over time.



The Queen's Award is the highest that can be aetigvthe Girls'

Brigade.

The Company was delighted when Alison Best and $&Adams
completed this in 1995,

The aim of the Queen's Award is to inspire girlgteater endeavour in
service and through a personal commitment to JERtst encourage
them to make a contribution to the world-wide cqtad the Girls'

Brigade.

Over a two-year period Alison and Denise gave serwiithin the

Company, teaching classes and keeping a recolekimfwork.

They also gave Social service helping out in Hofoeshe Elderly.

Both girls submitted projects on the history anovgh of their Churches
and also sat a two-hour written paper on GeneraibNal Study, which
covered topics such as Government and the Eleetdhast United Nations
and Human Rights Charter. Alison took first plac¢his Paper. Two
initiative tests were set by the Queen's Award Cdammwhere the girls
had to suggest ways to keep the momentum of Capt&iear going and
to go to another Company and teach a class injacuihosen by that
Company's Captain. At their final assessment ths giere questioned on
Brigade Knowledge, their approach to life and Glarscommitment. We

were justly proud when all their hard work and dffgas recognised as



their Certificates were presented to them at ai@eny in the Whitla Hall
Belfast.

Following on from this achievement both girls wesdected to serve on
the newly formed National Youth Council and theantributions to this
Body were much appreciated by the more senior septatives of the
organisation. Both girls continue to serve as leeants in the Company
and their contribution, along with that of all todner Officers, is

invaluable.
Secretary from Headquarters, also gave assistance.

Dues were collected at 2d per week. Consideririgtioh over the past 50

years our present weekly contribution of 3 Op sefainly reasonable.

The Company first met in Priesthill Hall as Rev &daonsidered it too

dangerous for girls to walk to Broomhedge Hall glalark unlit roads.

However the Annual Displays were held in Broomhedgé could

accommodate larger numbers.



Within a few years the number of members increasetthe Company
felt it necessary to move their weekly meetingthtolarger premises at

Broomhedge, and Displays continued to be held thetiéthe mid 1960's.

Our Brigader sections have been involved in thelpecton of this
Booklet and have been able to claim points towtrds Brigader Brooch

awards under the section ‘Magazine Production.’

Judith Sloan and Hannah Murphy have shared witheis own particular

memories of past experiences in GB



"One of my earliest memories of G.B. was when | afasut four years of
age. It was the night of the Display and the Exgriewere supposed to be
doing a play about Moses. | remember sitting inrtmm behind the
kitchen waiting to go on to the floor. Everyoneeaigent into the kitchen

(I thought they were getting a bun and | didn't txame so | stayed
behind) ready to go on to do the play. | waitedrl@vand then asked an
Officer where everyone else was. She opened theatwbrealised that |
should have left with the others about five minwggs. So | ran on late in

tears just in time to come back off-"

"I've been a member of GB for about eleven yeavs aied one of the
events that always remains with me (even over beitige Maze
Presbyterian Church Hall whilst the Army were sunding the area
looking for an escaped criminal!) was in 1993 at @entenary Service. |
was still an Explorer and | remember feeling reakgally hungry. Well,
they handed out these special Bibles and whilsesmma was talking, |
was flicking through the pages and all | could khabout was how they
smelt of fish and chips! Honestly, | really was oyt | didn't even get

the fish and chips when | went home."

One of the highlights of this year must be the Rinfor past members on
9th March 2002.

It would have been impossible to contact every farmember and so we

have had to rely on notices in the local paper@ndrches in the vicinity.



We have done our best to contact former Officecs@naplains and are
looking forward to meeting up with old friends agarhen there will be

plenty of opportunity to share past memories.

Our Display will be held on Saturday 13th April 20followed by a
Thanksgiving Service on Sunday evening 21st A2 This will be
the climax to our year of celebration and our splespeaker will be Mrs
Laura Greenaway, National President of Girls' Biy&lorthern Ireland.
An open invitation is extended to all former mensba&nd friends to this
event and we look forward to bringing the year tdase in grateful
thanks to God for all that he has accomplishedutiinahe work of Girls'

Brigade in this area.

Given that at one stage numbers in the Company seelew that it was
almost no longer viable to continue, it has beeazang to watch the

growth in membership over the past number of years.

However such large numbers require more leadersanek are
continually grateful to the current Officers whagireadily of their time

and talent to serve their Lord in this way.

As the majority of our Officers work full-time wepreciate the extra

hours they spend in preparing for the meeting Bednesday evening.

Just before Christmas 2001 we invited some fornfBc€ds to meet with
our Brigader Section in order that they might aske questions about

the formation of the Company and its early years.



The first Captain told them that if the activitiezd been well planned in
advance and careful thought given to the preparatiadhe lessons then
everything on the evening would go well. This waseav echoed by the

other Past Officers present and is certainly stik today.

We are all very much aware that lifestyles todag/\ary much consumer
driven. Shops and stores offer an ever-increasamigty of goods while
television, radio and magazines constantly bombaoiety with
advertising campaigns aimed at persuading usifeawill be so much
better if only we would purchase some particulkamit This is most
apparent in supermarkets where products are fréiguabelled 'low-fat',

'healthy range’, 'new recipe' and many more.

However most of us know the basics of nutrition hade a good
knowledge of what our bodies require to survive ahat food we should
be eating to ensure we keep fit and healthy. Neaxgea will be of little
benefit if they do not contain the correct ingrexdise Over the past fifty
years Girls' Brigade has witnessed many changesahd Booklet we
have highlighted some of those which have affeotgdCompany in
particular. Many new approaches and styles have ind@duced and in
recent years various Committees at National Lesgkhreviewed the
Organisation and its structure. As GB moves forwata a new
millennium these representatives have sought torerikat the
Programme is relevant and in touch with the neaedsaapirations of

children and young women today.



Nonetheless, despite all these changes, the bassti@n principles of
Girls' Brigade have not changed and we continugytto provide for girls
an environment where they can find fun and enjoytirauit where
hopefully they can be led into a fuller knowleddelesus Christ as Lord

and Saviour.

We acknowledge the prayerful and practical suppbniany members of
Broomhedge and Priesthill Methodist Churches aad af other local

Churches in the community.

We have looked back at what God has done in ourgaom but we also

look forward in trust that He will continue to geids in the future.

In the words of one of our GB hymns we pray thatwiecontinue to
bless this work and those who seek to serve Hioutlir this

Organisation.

Lord, bless our Girls' Brigade Through trial andleavour. O keep us
steadfast, strong, And true to Thee for ever. Magulour only Light,
Our way, our Glory be, So shall our Girls' Brigd®ke always serving
Thee.

The Company wishes to acknowledge the help of fo@aptains and
Officers in the production of this Booklet. We havied to reflect as
many aspects as possible in the life of 1st Maz®/Bihedge Methodist



over the years and trust that those of you who tlag&dime to read it will

enjoy the memories it evokes.



